


I opened the latost SAPS moiling tihs evening aftor Eiey iave it to meo—-the
19th of Februer;, 1 believe--having no expectations of finding anytiain. particu-
lerly zood, when'BAlG! I ran neadlong into Crgasm. Mow, I'd read bits and
viceces of Orgasm on the nijut Lee was last here in Wosnington whon we saw him
of{ on the plane to ilew York and thus to Zurope (he's in Paris now, in case the
informotion isn't elsewhere called to your attention), but had misplaced it some-
vhere in the two-foot stack of fanzines-to-be-~read in my bedroom, and, anyhow,
was deeply inmersed in The Shel teiing Sky, Lauching Boy, "Conjur iife," len
Azoinst the Stars, and Call it Trssson. 4s I was saying, tho, I was readiug
along and rammed neadlong into Orgrnsm. ILee end L'ecole did a beautiiul job.
Lee's six page meanderin,, editorial colwan, "Department of Queer Complaints,! or
WThe west vs tne Zast! was as thoro a coverage of triviata as I've seen in quite
a walle. It was so thoro that little comment can be made upon it save tnat Lee
talls me that ne finally discovered wnat this strange object foreigners with
turned-up coat collars ssll in docrweys is, and to mention that I discussed many
more thinss thin slum sociology with Irving Shulman, author of the Awboy Dukes
and sometiing else, findins tnat the main points upon wuich I disagreed with him
1is sincere admirazion for Levecraft, and the extremely dogmeiic attitude he
somebines asswies. ify most sorilking meniory of the man is tine violent objection
lie Yook to someone's error in callin., in a class composition, lnlorors with
dirty shirts "dirty-shiri laborers." I.imasine that ke s¢ill shudders over that
phrase now and tnen. Anotier is the rapidity with which ne left Washington after
receiving his Hollywood writin, coutract, ° i, .

Lee objects to essays upon craftsinan-
ship in reviews, stating tnat the pro's primary reason for writing a story is to
sell it. Commeuts upon craftsmenship, say I, are definately anot out of place,
Lee, nor is your attitude i.,.if you den't 1liks a story, write a better one ycur-
selfM quite lozical. TFoxr one thing, it is r~uite possible that oel Lcomis nas
written several stories ore lileable than "Asleep in Arme, godon' to some of us,
and secondly, the authors ere, affter all, not writing to please people that can
trite betisr storizs thau they can, vut to pleoase you and me and Kerkhof-~non-
weiters. Craftsmansihip is easily as mw2t a part of the story es is its plob, its
theme, or its amount of sex per unit wordage, and certainly has a zZood deal to
do with the enjoyment (and thus thz sale) of the story. Many people, for example,
tell me that Darler Than You Think is a wonderful story. I found it, in the book
varsion, to be so atrociously written as to be unreadable. iy loss, since I have
liked most of his otner stories,

On to your review of ''Thirtsen. Your brainstorm
of the Intezrated Fan and thws the methematics ol fancom article did not come from
a beer session at all, Lee. It came, if you will remember, from an article by
myself about many toeings, Fron woich Phyllis King extracted a portion about ine
tegrated fans and set up &n integrel wnich was in turn modified by Bill Zvans and
nyseli. Youa, intrigued by tne idea, suggested an article on same, and wrote it.
Checic?

I was particularly tickled on sgain readin., "iae Oedinus Wrecks," and

by recalling Lee's reaction wnen told what Zs mecnt when she indirectly called
Lhim a hebovhrenic. (Hiye Zs. Unlike Les, I am threec houys short of my masters,
and furtier unlike him, mine is not (i.e., would havs been) in psychology. You
didn't hapven to know o 3arbura Pavlat out tnere at thie University of California,
‘did you? Cousin of mime, psyeh major, came waipping thru here a few months ago
on her way to Florida. I hLudn't seen ner-in 16 years, so noturally I vpicked that
night, of all nights, to stay downtown late, and thus miss her entirely. iiaybe
16 vears from now I'll finally see her again. Strikingly wretty, I've been told.)

Anyoﬁe who tnot that "iurder" was zood the first time he read it should read
it again. It inproves with age. TFirst reading I thot it was funny, but the second
reatii;, it was positively hilarious. “° I don't taink thet you Coles will find



mich comnment on-MCultism in‘Science Fiction! -in SAPS reviews, since wot rstny of
the lunatic frihge creep into the sheltered niches.of ths ajays of fandom. Any-
how, Merwin doesn't claim to print sc1ence~f1ct:on. He p?ihts pseudo psience,
ramamber? : "
Eek's Child Aadltor sequeﬂce let down at. the end but you can't have

an absolutley perfect fanzine, no matter how fine 1t may otherwise De.

] L "he
Oedinus Wrecks" was one "of the very few poems I ever felt lile sitting down and
memorizing. In fact, I did. % SRl :
: Despite:rour unkind remarks about my having tihe gall
to request back meiline, and even-to vorrow them from varions of the SFa members
of SAPS,. all this egoboo is free of charsze for Les and L'ecole. Long may yoUeoes
I sy, long may you....ahem! Tell, anyno., nere's looking; forward to many more
Orgasms.

Ch a n C I have a pet peove in ajay fanzine rsview columns: Psople
who make remaerks in o r wviow of another fanzine which cannot possibly be clear

to anyone-save the editor of the zine’ being roviewed, the autior while he still
has well in mind what he was tslking about at the time he wrote the raview, or the
rerson with o copy of ths magazino being revicwed directly in front of him in
which he can look up hazy references at the time they occur. Any of you who have
read any of Spezr's old raview columns, or any of Bozgs', will Imow that their
roviews can almost. always be read with interest regardloss of whetner or not
you've reed tne fanzine to vhich it refers, since eack comment is complete in
itself, any of you wio read mmey's latest issue of rudity saw a meiling review
colunn at its worst in thais regerd. Hany of the commsnts, a&s the times he answore
guestions in -orde., witnout teiling the rsader tiie generel nature of tne question
he's answaring, camnot possibly melie seng3 to the person wioszs questions he is
answering, to the casual roasder, or even to ‘himsslf, without looking up the
referencgs. I find a ssriss of "vesesg"nos band"I don't kmows" in a row rather
dull reading. Quite dull.

I imagine tJat & few of the abovsc coiarents on big O
may strike scmeof you as having hazy refencnts (I imagine that no matter how
easily Zuey: was sledbl;b zlong up until a2 minute ego, he's suddenly discovered
that the last pago and a Lalf were not very interssting after all--they didnit
say anytining., That'!s all rigat Zaey, there’s more to come.) In this particular
case, I'm not perticularly worried if a few of you did rind the above tough
sledding, merely because this has besn & long review, and Orzasm was such an
interesting fanzine that oven if the above pags and e nalf was lost on you, the
zine reviewad, when you read it, saould have prenared.you for a couple of reactions
lilte mine. Finally, no objections will be wccepted this ‘time around simply
because this is c0ing to be a highly unorthodox fanzine. I will, either this
issue or in the future, devote up to ten pages with praise to Lee's fine taste
tor the ambs: beveraze (tho his taste thsrafor ien't particularly discrinminating—-
it's acainst the non-sxistent rules for an Elder to discviminete when it comes
to beer), to any:-beer I discove: wnich happens to better than Elatz, or to the
technique of taue chugelug—-for in that, at least, I oxcell, I will also, if I
feel so inclined (sbout 479) fill up.honid wlth,dlssipitated dissertations on
the few Yorker (waich I don't read), enampagne (which I doa't drink) or almost
anything else. Bogss once  said that lie,wes far more willing to listen to blasts
against the price of beer in Tlew York then many of the fannish items filling fan-
zines (dﬂ& tnat is an ewfully rough quote) and I agrce. I'd also sooner write
about them then read about tusm, - :S¢.I shell. ‘Alamost anyti.ing, I should think,
would be mors interesting than Insy's slams 2t such things as th= price, whether
5,20 or $4.20 or whatever of the SAPS Index, along with his FAPA reviews in
SAPS, his SAPS resviews in F.Pa, his hazy commants upon comacnts and personal



letters, his multitudinous Jpseudonyms, his blundering comments upon Horizons
(which was cleazly titled) and Sonnambullsm, and othar items which iritate

me for no particular reason, other than, verhaps, my general dislike for
precceity. That dislile, and ny similar-dislike'for attacks by tenderfest upon
the establisnsd order of tuings, may someday lead me into ?Bnubllcan13m.
Presently I'm being leoad there, in a baclward fasaion, by Harry the Heberdasher.
A L |

> ~ 1 om intrigued with the cohssiveness of SAPS, znl tas menner in vhich
the meumbers seem to stick togetier. SAPS has far morc of a gestalt (configura~
tion, petéern, wholeness) then does FiPA, st tue present time, for gxample, only
three members of F4sPA cerry mailing reviews regularly-—Werner, Coslet, and Pavlat.
. A couple seem to be becoming re.ulars--~zZne;, Damier, mvans——and Coswal seems to
be dropping out. A4t least the picture is clear, not much self-interest. In
SAPS, only four magazines in the last mailing missed reviews (not including the
Spectator), and the reviews were generally quite well done. Some few of the
meibers seem to run reviews only bacuase it is vhe ne plus ultra of ajaydom

or because tney don't lnow how else to fill up sixz pages a sixzmonths, but they
are the exceptions. fThers does sesm to be a very nice fecling of unity in SASS.
I noticed, too, at the Cinvsution, how the SAPS szsmed to have just a little more
clamisnness than vhe members of the older ajay group, tho maybe that is because
wost of the members of FAPA have been around longer, cnd tnus have more fan
f;lends not in tne1r owri 1ittle inner-circle.

=

=

C:j[ Q : There were, of course, other fanzines in the mailing
than ;udlty, on whiich I've azlready tee'ed off adequately, and Orgasm. Gem Toncs
was better than I apd Deen led to expect by the editorial. I am always suspi-
cious about zines which are issued as challenges to otuers in respsct of quality.
Also, I'm suspicious of puns, aad the "o pass your inspaciion" went ovar about
as poorly as is possible. Tas "{..,a ross b; any otier name..,'" colwm in
Gem Tcnss I 1liled perticularly.

Zan I found interesting, tho as stated by
Boggs about all vVashington faunzines, chaotic in countezut and format. I learned my
lesson with Hezing Stories, wihich wos produced primarily oy Derry (ne did 2lmost
all the work, but, as so conveniently poiuted out by him 2t the time, he had
alrost @ll the spare time) and fouled uwp primarily by mys:lf, with Briggs!
capable assistance.

Zep, to return to the subject, was noteworthy particularly
for its art and for Briggs' specialized brand of hw.or. I particularly like
Birigzs! titles: "Zap," "The Scisnce-Fictionist's Quarterly levicw of ifmatuer
Journalism,% "Philosipnical Lissertations cn ibiruse Phenomena," etc.

; * I imagine
tnat I owe Brig.s an apology anyway. I had promised him, numerous times over
the preceding twelvemontis, that he would never see my face in SAPS. Finally,

“in tne last Zap, s sticks his neck out, stating that I won't join, so I promptly
sign the roster, thus disposing of Jllggs‘ nicely. It's like tais: ike Fanzine
Checlklist requires that I ley my bands on every fenzine possivle, and joirning
SAPS saamed to ba sligutly simplser than borrowing the mailings. So I joined.
Secoudly, I once tiot that it miszht be nice to morge F:Pa and SAPS and, indeed,
n & a foolproof scheme for doing so, and the scheme roquired that I be one of
tihe members of both FiPa and SaPS, so I joinoed.

One tning about bLeing a member
of S PS. T.e faszines I accumilate n.w will, at some future date, help me
prove that there are too damn many uselsss fanzines.

.Hav is for ..orses seems sligiitly reminiscent of tuiz old Brigss. .lowld
suggest trhat you try not composing on the stencil, since your stufi does need
rewriting, and is just go.d enouzh that its need of revision is dlSuHTblHéc



Better mimeographing would also hszly the readability.

' Snulbug I -appreachad mith
prejudice due to its announced aping of Eurkle, but, ignoring -the masthead infor-
mation on editor, I plowed rignt in. avout page three I brot myself to a helt,
said "Hey, this isn't bad," and went back to the masthead. Zichard Elsberry.
Good boy, I'd read nis .stuif in Odd. Xeep it wup. r 3

! ok ' -~ Spacewarp brings to mind a few
questions. Think I skippsd you with an issué of Conay, Art, If so, and if you're
interested, drop me & line and I%11 send it. Second, your comment re "Connie' in
The Spectator. . I'd been wondering all along if it uad any concievable relation
to my own Conny. %hat say®st thou, Will-yum?

i} alll mg [ (—,\'QUI reman S ‘Coduals IB;rigF;s, Eney (I think)

and Happ naeve vsen bandying the S&PS mailin. requirsment provisions-.around,
su..e8ting that either they siay es they are or (logically eaough) that they

be changed. The sugsested changes have bean to place the requirements on en
annual basis. Thy not change the roquirements to 8 pages every nins months?

It would take off the undue hast sometimes imposed by the present regulations,
-end yet not be netrly so lickadaisical as FAPA's rs-ulation of 8 pages ewery
year. Dues could be $.5C for three mailings for the beginning member, .60 for
the plder nands, with caunges determined ty how the troasury holds up.

CAape :
1 X
JL JdJ I found that the Snobs in Fondom and Sexccracy's creed were worth

noticing ia the lest issue of Gnouy, I also noticed that Detvoit is almost as
parsistent as few York in didding for the convention, %ho shall it be this time
boys? The only club in the east that I know of that is copable of holding the
1952 coavention is TSTA and I, for one, don't waut to be stucl: with the blcod and
tears of a convention. ** Yes, George, what are you doing in SAPS?

-~ ”a ~

| T\(:)(Ci D> Cen you imegine a motiner of 1233, -or even one of 1541, letting a
daughter go on a week~lorng trin with four guys, no matver what? That's what we
see donae in the trip recently ta¥en by ilger et al in the Liorwescon trip described
in Revoltin' Developmént. Iiow meybe Agnes, who wen’ on th= trip also, is an

older worman and capable of being considered a chaperone, I donft lmow. But it
still strilics me as & symbol of sometining-~a srowing freedom from rules, an
increasing sense of responsibility, modsrn Americe on the marcn. Or meybe its
Just foolish varents. Anyhow, I like it.

| g s
a'!&ﬂ I enjoyed s.eing Coswal's stateament in AaisA Plus that he plans to
makxe his items of riore permanent worth in the future.

' Tow I enjoy his stuff;
alvays have. LHgwever, he has pudlisned lictle of lasting iaterest, otihisr than
indexes, that I kunow of. (So far as tuat goes, darn few of us have done even that
much.) an assemblage of crud ovsar years, in zides with a differeut title
‘most every issue, and a few repeats (e.go, Tiiirteen) is mowhere near as interest—
ing as an equally long run of fanzines with one title., Tuen a fan publishes
sometning under one titls, you can depend on the fan hovin,. soms sense of respon—
sibility toward his reéaders, md ths zine won't be Jjust something gZround off
for lack of sometiiing better to do-—at least, usually it woen't. Some fens, of
courss, inalze a havit of just thot. The fanziue will, in any case, Lave a per-
sonality, for it will have & nistory and experiences.

! ‘ : + +Would Bo.gs! contridbution
to tne last four meilings rave been half as important as clisy have been if ne
nad issued one issue of Hurkle, one of Tyenty Pound Stock, one of algol, and one
of Goliatn instead of four issues of Furkls? O©OFf course not. -EHe would nave



variad the material and the stile and format of presentation, as well as the

general “tone of .the gina. ©On the wiiole, vou miikt de impressed with the man's
““industry and iugenuity, but T doubt if you woulid be too greatly immressed with

his/fanzines. N . :

(:T/ T | , iastebasket reaps tie comment that the CUL routine shouldn't

be handled by esmateurs, nor even by axnerts, frow what I've seen ci it. In

any case, it is 10 $0¥.

Hubbard is hOu 2 qalcprs Asl him and ha'll t2ll you so.

Tet he says tne pres=clears'uppermost thot is Zetting clear. Zlron wasu't even
trying to get cleavod furtner last time I saw him. Ke had been looking for & one~
siot therapy all along and when ke hit (or Tather, when he was told about) this
GUK process, he thot he had it. It worled once. 3Ion neni'trying to get clears
by this procedure, and found, after navinz Winters ani otaers beat iv into ais
head for a couplz of moons, that e wesn'v. Tor a wiile ne'd thot he was, but

it developed tiat-2ll he was setting was a.person vio was so fatizued that he
couldn't pi kx up any more engrems. To word it dianctically, %hs file-clerk
refused to cooperate because of scmething that smelled suspiciously like a vio-
lation or the auditor's code. Smart file clerk. e csuld get even more dianetic
about tnis thing and say that -on's new mothou was so sensationslly successful

for short periods of time tnat it even menazzd to clear out the file clerlkd

One

aspect of dicnetics that has struck me as fuuny since I noticed it is Jon's state-
ment ‘thot self-zuditing can be done only by a clear. Ilow a clear is a person
without engrams, so tinat would be guite e trick. <Suits a trick.

Bill iustin just beat me 0o tile portion of tie Ravp fenzine collection tnat I
wanted, sc I probably smould tez off on Sansiles. It was pretty good, tho, end
deserving of more comment vean it will get hiere. I lilied thne review of the
Foundation series in particular.

Ragarding the menvion of Steinbeck's Canpnery
Iow, I agree wivh.Austia. 3uy it, if only for tae Senskrit love poem "Black
varigolds.!" It is mesnificsut--far bettsr than the bock. And I generally dis-
lilke poetry, sc tuet is »resty nigh praiss.

durkle has been left for last ((ssrry, the rest of the zines just don't move me
to comuent, probably becausz of (1) Fiction end (2) Hacto)) for no particular
reason except that having starved witn the Vest zins in the meiling, I mighe as
well closes with the next best FTine worl Irom Boggs, con't thiink of anyones oxcept
rossibly Wilson fyom whom I'va seen sucn raadable offerings. Vas surprisesd to
sse tut you ommited Conjur ife! from your list of best Unlnown novels, nedd,
éversight?

i):) ‘(J Unusuelly enjoyed were 3riggs! humor, Boggs! mennerly slams atb

peopl» I woudd like to take maunuerly slams at, Orgasm in totoe Bi_ysest sur-
prise was al.er. -wost missed were iiE.; and Spelman. :

ﬂrll'|f'§;’

Thi's has been AGHIA 1, april 1951, Publisiaed by the Hodgenodge Press for SAPS,
distributed elsewners for ths sheer and uneadultsrated hell of it. ilot distribu-
ted in FaPA only becauss, after all, thsre are limits tc sven tios most crude
humor. wimeograpny has been dons oy Franklin Kerilof on one of the eight elecw:
tfics he can get wne Ler IOT. Hdltor is Bob Pavldt 5001 43rd Avcnue, Hyatts-—
v1lle, .eryland : e - s, ey tan Bz o F

: _T~ :"\_ b .-_v .‘,-_1
T\IS \/\/d) drl j:'i F'anNzine

I'm in tne old fanzine buying marlket, prefor quantity. Jauna sell?




